


KS2 SATs

Week Beginning 13th May

The important bits…

Date Subject Test Paper

Monday 13th May English: 
grammar, 

punctuation and 

spelling (GPS)

2 papers: GPS (45 

minutes) Spelling (not 

timed)

Tuesday 14th May English:
Reading

1 paper (1 hour)

Wednesday 15th May Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic

(30 minutes)

Paper 2: reasoning (40 

minutes) 

Thursday 16th May Mathematics Paper 3: reasoning (40 

minutes)



Externally tested:

English: Reading/comprehension

English: GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling)

Mathematics: Arithmetic 

Mathematics: Reasoning (2 papers)

Year 6 take SATs papers in English and Maths

• Test are rigorous

• Children are assessed as either working towards the expected standard, working at 
the expected standard, or working at greater depth within the expected standard

• The children’s results are sent back to school at some point in 
July and will be reported to parents and carers via end of year 
reports.

• Writing assessed through teacher assessment.



• Most children will sit the tests in the classrooms 
normally used each day for their learning. 

• Some children may complete their tests in a smaller 
group in another room.

• Each room will have enough staff to ensure the correct 
administration of the test and the staff involved will 
have been given training on test format and style. 



Access Arrangements
• KS2 Tests are intended to assess pupils’ abilities in a 

fair and comparable way, with as many pupils as 
possible able to access them.

• They are designed so that most pupils with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) can 
participate using the standard versions.

• However, a small number of pupils may need 
additional arrangements.

• Access arrangements are adjustments schools can 
make to support specific pupils during the tests and 
should mirror normal classroom practice for these 
children. 



Access arrangements may be appropriate for pupils:

• with an education, health and care plan (EHCP)

• who receive additional support in class due to 
their SEND need

• who have behavioural, emotional or social 
difficulties

• with English as an additional language (EAL) and 
who have limited fluency in English



Specific arrangements for SATs: 
Children with additional needs, who have similar provision in 
their day-to-day learning at school, may be allotted specific 
arrangements, including: 

• Additional time; 
• Tests being opened early to be modified; 
• An adult to read for them; 
• An adult to scribe for them; 
• Words or answers transcribed after the test to ensure their 
answer is clear for the marker.
• Written or spoken translations of the mathematics reasoning 
papers; 
• The use of prompts or rest breaks; 
• Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the time of 
the tests



Additional Time

• Schools can only give a pupil additional time for the tests if 
it has been approved by the DfE.

• The school submits applications to the DfE on an individual 
basis based on each pupil’s particular need and must have 
appropriate evidence to support the application.

• The outcome of the application is communicated to the 
school online.  This may be that the pupil can have 25% 
additional time for some or all papers, or the outcome may 
suggest alternative access arrangements for the pupil.

• Only pupils with an Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP) 
automatically qualify for additional time.



What sort of results are reported? 
Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores: 
•A raw score (the total number of marks achieved for each 
paper); 
•A scaled score;
•A judgement of whether the National Standard has been met. 

When the scaled score is given, it is given in a range from 80 to 
120. 
A scaled score of 100 or more is meeting the national standard. 
There are no separate tests for higher achieving pupils; however, 
a scaled score of 110 -120 would show that a child is working 
above the national standard known as working at greater depth.



1 hour, including reading time, to read 3 different text types and 
answer questions

There will be a selection of question types, including:

• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the 
order in which they happen in the story’

• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the story’

• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests 
what the weather is like in the story’

• Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’

• Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins 
Once upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension 
throughout this paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text 
in your answer.’

READING













WRITING

• Writing is assessed by the class teacher. 

• Teachers need to base their judgement on a broad range of evidence, 
which will come from day-to-day work in the classroom. For English 
writing, this should include work in curriculum subjects other than the 
one being assessed, although a pupil’s work in that subject alone may 
provide sufficient evidence to support the judgement.

• For English writing, teachers should be confident that pupils have met the 
standards preceding the one at which they judge them to be working. 



• Teachers can use their discretion to ensure that, on occasion, a particular 
difficulty does not prevent an accurate judgement of a pupil’s attainment 
overall being made, so long as all other aspects meet at least the expected 
standard.  

• There is now a greater emphasis on composition and slightly less emphasis 
on the more ‘technical’ aspects of English writing (grammar, punctuation 
and spelling)

• The children need to maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing 
at speed.

• The children need to spell correctly most words from the Y5/Y6 Spelling list 
and use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious 
vocabulary.



GPS

2 parts :
Grammar and Punctuation paper lasting 45 minutes
Oral spelling test of 20 words, lasting around 15 minutes

Grammar and Punctuation test involves 2 sub-types of 
question:
• Selected response (eg, ‘identify the adjectives in the 

sentence below’)

• Constructed response (eg, ‘correct/complete/rewrite the 
sentence below’ or ‘the sentence below has an 
apostrophe missing. Explain why is needs an 
apostrophe’)

• Includes lots of aspects of grammar that were 
previously not learned about until Year 7/8, eg, 
active/passive voice, modal verbs, the subjunctive etc

















MATHS
Consists of 3 papers:
• Paper 1 – Arithmetic – 30 minutes, 36 questions
• Papers 2/3 – Reasoning – 40 minutes per paper

Paper 1
• Fixed response questions
• Children have to give correct answer to calculations
• Long multiplication/division, fractions (+ - x ÷), using decimals 

confidently

Papers 2/3
• Variety of question types –
➢ Multiple choice, true/false
➢ Constrained questions (giving answers  to calculations/drawing a 

shape/completing a table)
➢ Less constrained questions where children have to explain their

approach to solving a problem (mastery curriculum)

Things that a few years ago were in the Year 7/8 curriculum 
are now in the Year 6 curriculum.  
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Our TOP TIPS…

1. Remember your child’s education is a partnership – home and 
school learning support are both important.

2. The SATs test cannot possibly assess what makes each of your 
children special and unique – it simply gives a snapshot of 
performance on one day. 

3. Encourage your child to believe in themselves and remind them of 
how hard they have worked. 

4. During the test week, reassure them that they can only try their 
best. Make sure your child is aware that getting stuck is not a 
problem! Move on and come back to a question at the end, if time.

5. In the lead up to the tests, please continue to support your child 
with homework tasks and daily reading.


