


KS1 SATS 2023

Aims:

• To introduce the KS1 assessment 
arrangements for 2023

• To discuss examples of questions
• To explain how we administer the tests 

to young children



• At the end of Key Stage 1 the children are formally 
assessed in Maths, Reading, Writing and SPaG.  

• A spelling and grammar test which is not statutory is 
used to inform results and we have moderation 
processes with the local authority, within our trust, 
and with other local schools to ensure consistency in 
our judgements



• KS1 tests are a statutory requirement.

• The results are used to inform our 
teacher assessment.

• Our teacher assessment is based on the 
children’s progress and attainment in 
class throughout the year.



TIMINGS

The tests are administered throughout 
May.

The tests are carried out in our 
classrooms.

They are timetabled  into our normal 
weekly planning.

We keep to normal classroom practice.

We do not say the ‘S’ (‘SATs’) word!!!



THE READING TESTS

 There are two reading papers that can be based on 
fiction, non-fiction or poetry texts:

• Paper 1 – Reading prompt and answer          
booklet. 



• Paper 2 – Separate reading and   
answer booklet.



















MULTIPLE CHOICE



RANKING AND ORDERING



MATCHING AND LABELLING



FIND AND COPY / OPEN-ENDED



THE SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR (SPAG) TESTS

These are not statutory.  We use them informally to inform 
our teacher assessment of their independent spelling and 
grammar ability.

 There are two SPaG papers:

• Paper 1 – Spelling

 - 20 spellings worth 20 marks

• Paper 2 – Punctuation and Grammar









THE MATHS PAPERS

 There are two Maths papers:

• Paper 1 – Arithmetic 



• Paper 2 – Reasoning











An example of our classroom practice. If they can explain their 

answer to this, they will have so many skills they can apply to 

arithmetic and problem solving. They won’t have access to 

apparatus in the assessments, but are they able to draw tens and 

ones to help themselves.



















Writing

Children write everyday in literacy and across the 
curriculum.

Writing is teacher assessed – there is no test.

We look at lots of pieces of writing, across several 
occasions before making a judgement and our 
moderations are checked by the local authority.  To 
get greater depth in writing is unusual these days. 
We hope that many children will secure expected.









Handwriting

• Not the most important aspect of writing but 
they do need accurate letter formation to be 
judged as expected.

• Easy area to support at home. Sitting each 
letter on the line, and starting and stopping in 
the correct place.  Correct size and tall tops 
and tails!



HOW DO WE PREPARE THE CHILDREN?

• Our daily and weekly planning is tailored to suit our 
children so that they are challenged and make good 
progress. 

• Booster groups and interventions target particular 
areas.

• Practice tasks will take place this term to prepare 
and familiarise the children.



HOW DO WE PREPARE THE CHILDREN FOR MATHS?

• Daily maths lessons which are based upon the prior 
learning of the children. 

• We have a arithmetic challenges in the morning and 
focus on learning 2, 5 and 10 times tables (and linking 
these to division facts) as well as counting.  We also 
introduce ‘Rainbow times tables’ this term.

• Many of our tasks are based on a ‘reasoning’ style of 
questioning.



HOW DO WE PREPARE THE CHILDREN FOR READING?

• Whole-class reading sessions where answering 
comprehension questions is the focus.

• Individual reading with teachers, TA’s and volunteers.

• A focus on reading through our Soundswrite phonics 
lessons, Bug Club, home reading rewards, book 
corner discussions and whole class storytelling.



HOW ARE THE TESTS MARKED?

• Marking is completed by your child’s class teacher.

• Schools follow strict guidelines to ensure standards, 
consistency and security are maintained.

• Marking criteria is provided by the government.

• Teachers from schools across Kent meet to moderate 
judgements or the local authority visit the school to 
moderate judgements.



REPORTING THE RESULTS

• The information provided by the tests and our teacher 
assessment is used to provide the Year 3 teaching staff 
with a good base upon which to build their learning.

• Test scores are in the form of a ‘scaled score’ with 100 
representing a national expected score.  Children will 
therefore achieve expected (EXS), greater depth (GDS) or 
working (WTS) towards the expected level depending on 
how close their score is to 100.

• You will be informed of your child’s teacher assessment 
results in their Term 6 report and you can request the 
standardised score if you would like to.



HOW CAN YOU HELP AT HOME?

• Everything that you are already doing!

• Daily reading and spelling, including Bug Club.

• Support for areas that link to learning within 
everyday life – visiting the library, writing shopping 
lists or invitations, counting money, telling the time, 
keeping a diary, making scrapbooks of days out.

• Keep our secret!  We will not communicate anything 
to the children about ‘tests’.  It will feel like a normal 
month in school.

• Plenty of rest and sleep.



SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES TO RAISE ATTAINMENT IN YEAR 2

 Defining words as you read and asking questions about 
their reading

 Reading a wide range of books and reading to your child

 Spelling all common Year 1 and 2 words correctly

 Telling the time to 15 minutes (including quarter to)

 Playing games to develop reasoning and maths like 
monopoly, chess, card games, Orchard Games

 Learning number bonds and times tables facts by heart

 Learning facts like ½ of 30 is 15, 1000g in 1kg,

60 minutes in an hour, days and months of the year –
cooking and measuring in g and ml!  



USEFUL LINKS TO SUPPORT LEARNING IN YEAR 2

 Books for Year 2. Great Reads for 6-Year-Olds 

(schoolreadinglist.co.uk)

 Year 2 Maths - England - BBC Bitesize

 ActiveLearn: Login 

 PhonicsPlay

 Reading & comprehension: Age 6–7 (Year 2) | 

Oxford Owl

 Times Tables Rock Stars: Play (ttrockstars.com)

 KS1 SATs 2023: a guide for parents 

(theschoolrun.com)

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-2-pupils-ks1-age-6-7/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-2-pupils-ks1-age-6-7/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8/year/z7s22sg
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-6-7-year-2/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-age-6-7-year-2/
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth
https://www.theschoolrun.com/changes-ks1-sats-2023-what-parents-need-know
https://www.theschoolrun.com/changes-ks1-sats-2023-what-parents-need-know


A very big thank you for your constant help and 
support with reading, spelling and with all the 
exciting things that are bought in to show us!  
Happy, confident, rested children will cope 
with the assessments with ease.
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