
 

Newsletter Friday 25th September 2026 

Headteacher News 

It has been another really positive week at Loose, with lots happening across the school and 

plenty to be proud of. 

As I continue to get to know our children, staff and families, I am increasingly struck by the 

expertise, care and commitment that exists across our school community. There is a real 

determination to do the very best for our children, while also being willing to reflect honestly on 

what we do and ask ourselves how we can make it even better. 

That ambition is at the heart of our work at Loose. 

 Working Together to Improve 



Today, we are hosting a Trust Quality Assurance Review at Loose. We have been joined by 

Headteachers, senior leaders from across the Trust and our Director of Education to lead an 

appreciative enquiry into how we use assessment and feedback to understand where our 

children are in their learning and, importantly, what we do next as a result. 

This is a really valuable opportunity for us to reflect on our practice, celebrate what is working 

well and think carefully about where we can continue to grow. The focus is very closely 

connected to our work around Responsive Teaching and our ambition to ensure that learning 

truly lands for every child. 

Our school mission is at the heart of this work: 

“We care greatly and ensure the highest quality of learning and character development so that 

our pupils achieve well and become responsible global citizens.” 

Working collaboratively with colleagues across the Trust gives us the opportunity to learn from 

one another, challenge our thinking and continue to strengthen the quality of education we 

provide for the children of Loose. 

Pride in Who We Are 

One of our school values is pride, and I want us to think carefully about what that means for 

every child at Loose. 

We want our children to feel proud of who they are and of what makes them wonderfully 

unique. That includes their ethnicity, gender, religion, family, passions, interests, hobbies and 

the experiences that have shaped them. Every child should feel that they belong here and that 

their identity is valued and respected. 

We are proud to welcome and celebrate every child and every family in our Loose community. 

Difference should never be something that a child feels they need to hide; it is something we 

should understand, respect and celebrate. 

Any form of discriminatory behaviour is unacceptable at Loose. Where concerns arise, they will 

be addressed appropriately and with the seriousness they deserve. Every child deserves to feel 

safe, respected and proud to be themselves. At Loose, we want every child to know that 

Potential is Limitless. 

Developing Excellence in Writing 

We are also really excited to announce that we are close to finalising a whole-school approach 

to handwriting at Loose. 



Mrs Payne and the rest of the team have worked extremely hard over recent weeks to develop a 

consistent, high-quality approach that will support children across the school. What makes this 

particularly exciting is that this is our approach, created by the expertise within our own school. 

It is not a scheme that we have purchased; it has been carefully developed and written 

specifically for the children of Loose. 

I think this is a really exciting direction for us as a school. We have a huge amount of expertise 

within our staff team, and I want us to continue to harness that expertise to develop 

approaches that are genuinely right for our children and our context. 

Handwriting is an important part of a child's development as a writer. We want our children to 

develop handwriting that is fluent, legible and increasingly automatic, allowing them to 

communicate their ideas effectively. 

Crucially, when handwriting becomes automatic, children can direct more of their attention 

towards the composition of their writing — thinking about vocabulary, sentence construction, 

spelling and how they communicate their ideas to their audience. These are essential skills for 

successful writers and will become increasingly important as our children move through the 

school and towards secondary education. 

We are really looking forward to launching our new approach with staff and then introducing it 

to our children very soon. This is another important step in our work towards Writing Excellence 

and our ambition to ensure that every child at Loose becomes a confident, skilled and articulate 

writer. 

 Developing Our Approach to Spelling 

Next week, we turn our attention to spelling as part of our wider work towards Writing 

Excellence. 

We will be working with staff to develop a consistent, high-quality approach to the teaching of 

spelling across the school. We want to ensure that our children develop the knowledge and 

strategies they need to spell accurately and confidently, while understanding how spelling 

supports them as writers. 

This is another important part of our commitment to developing confident, skilled and 

articulate writers at Loose, and I am looking forward to working with staff as we continue to 

strengthen our approach. 

KS2 Disco 

We are really looking forward to our KS2 disco next week! It is always lovely to see our children 

enjoying themselves, spending time together and being part of our wider school community. 



I am particularly looking forward to attending my first Loose KS2 disco. I’m sure there will be 

plenty of dancing, lots of laughter and hopefully some questionable dance moves from the 

adults too! 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone there. 

A School We Can Be Proud Of 

One of the things I am enjoying most about my first few weeks at Loose is discovering the many 

things that make our school special. 

There is so much to be proud of: the care shown by our staff, the enthusiasm of our children, 

the expertise within our team and the commitment of our families and wider community. 

Our ambition is not driven by a belief that we need to change everything. Quite the opposite. 

We should be proud of what we already achieve while continuing to reflect, learn and ask how 

we can become even better. 

That is what we want our school to be about - celebrating our strengths, being honest about 

where we can grow and working together to give every child the very best opportunity to 

achieve and flourish. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our school. 

Potential is Limitless. 

 



Diary Dates 

Term 1 

25/09 PTA Bingo Night  

28 & 29/09 Road Safety Talks for Years 3 & 4 

01/10 Early Years Phonics Workshop - see letter home 

02/10 PTA KS2 Disco 

06/10 Year 4 to Kent Life  

06/10 Year 6 Residential Meeting with parent 5.30-6.00pm 

07/10 Fizz Photography in to do class & individual photos for Years R, 1 & 2  

07/10 Fizz Photography doing a parent drop in sessions Brook Hall 7.15am to 8.30am for 

sibling/family photos  

08/10 Fizz Photography in to do class & individual photos for Years 3, 5 & 6 (Y6 done in June) 

08/10 Year R Biscuit Bake Off 

13/10 - Open Classrooms - more info nearer the time 

14/10 Harvest Church Services at All Saints Church Loose 

15/10 Kent Test Results to parents from 4pm 

15/10 Last day of term 

16/10 Staff Training Day no children in school - children due back 02/11/26 

 



Medical/Dental/Eye Appointments 

Where possible all non-urgent medical, dental and optician appointments should be made 

outside of school hours or in the school holidays.  

There are 178 days a year when children are not at school for non-urgent appointments.  

We understand that hospital appointments may be during the school day. Copies of all 

appointment letters must be emailed into the school office for our files so the absence can be 

recorded as authorised. 

 

Photos 

On Wednesday 7th October and Thursday 8th October, Fizz photography are due to visit Loose 

Primary School for both class and individual photographs for years R through to 5 only. Year 6 

will be due their photographs later on in the year prior to leaving Loose in the summer. 

Due to having over 300 sibling groups within our school, we are not able to take sibling 

photographs within normal school hours. Fizz photography have kindly agreed to provide an 

early drop in sessions instead on  Wednesday 7th October for parents to bring their children in 

for sibling photos themselves. This session will run from 7.15am until 8.30am in Brook Hall 

and will be on a first come, first serve basis. If the demand is too high we may need to turn 

parents away as the sessions can’t overrun as children need to get to school on time and the 

photographers need to set up to start taking class & individual photos at 9am.  

For safeguarding reasons, once your children's pictures have been taken you must leave the 

school site via the main gates and return at the usual time for the start of the school day. This is 

because there will be breakfast club children on site. If your child is going to breakfast club after 

their photo has been taken then please drop them off as normal afterwards. 



 

Harvest Donations - Vine Church Food Bank 

This year we will be collecting our Harvest donations for the Vine Church. Tables will be out on 

the KS1 playground and in the quiet area on the KS2 playground on Monday 12th & Tuesday 

13th October for both drop off and collection.  

All your generous donations will be distributed by the Vine to local families in need. The church 

runs a food bank from their building on Northumberland Road, Shepway. They have been 

supporting local families when times are tough for over 20 years. We particularly need the 

following items, 

Pasta, rice, pasta Sauce, instant noodles (ie Supernoodles/ pot noodle), sugar, cereal, baked 

beans, soup, tinned spaghetti, tinned fish, tinned meat, tinned veg, tinned tomatoes, tinned 

fruit, custard, rice pudding, spreads ie jam, honey, peanut butter, long life milk, Tea / coffee, 

biscuits, toiletries (Shampoo, shower gel, tooth paste, toilet roll) 

Please ensure any consumables are well within date. Thank you very much for anything you are 

able to give. 



 

Harvest Church Services All Saints Church Loose 

The children will be going to All Saints Church in Loose on Wednesday 14th October for the 

Harvest Services. Families are welcome to join us. Please see timetable for details of when your 

child's class will be there.  

 

Ethic of Excellence 

Well done to the children that received a certificate of excellence this week. Your teachers are 

very proud of you. 

Diamond Class - Isla H & Reggie H 



Moonstone Class - Orlaith G 

Aquamarine Class - Charlie W 

Turquoise Class - Finley U 

Tanzanite Class - Blake B 

Amber Class - Eli R 

Coral Class - Angelina W 

Jade Class - Lily C 

Emerald Class - Evelyn H/G 

Ruby Class - Emma M 

Onyx Class - Theo T 

Amethyst Class - Halle G 

Topaz Class - Billy D 

Sunstone Class - Evie S 

Peridot Class - Nico K 

Quartz Class - Kaitlin W 

Zultanite Class - Isla R 

 



🎉PTA Newsletter🎉 

 

DADSPACE MAIDSTONE — SEPTEMBER MEET-UP  

Maidstone dads, we’re back this September. 

Sometimes it’s good to take a couple of hours out, meet other local dads and have a proper 

conversation with people who understand the realities of fatherhood. 

We’ll start with a drink and our Talking Piece, giving every dad the opportunity to share as much 

or as little as they wish. No pressure, no judgement — just a welcoming and supportive space. 

Afterwards, weather permitting, we’ll head out for a gentle walk through the beautiful Loose 

Valley.          

  

     The Walnut Tree, Loose 

      Saturday 26th September 



       10:00am – 12:00pm 

   Free parking 

  

Whether it’s your first DadSpace meet-up or you’re a regular, you’ll be made very welcome.  

DadSpace – Brotherly Support Between Fathers 

   

Free ticket link below  

https://www.dadspace.co.uk/event-details/dadspace-maidstone-19 

 

Secondary Admissions 

For children starting year 7 in September 2027 applications opened on Monday 1 September 

and close on Monday 2 November 2026. 

You can apply for up to 4 schools: 

https://www.dadspace.co.uk/event-details/dadspace-maidstone-19


• Put the schools in your order of preference. 

• It’s in your best interest to list 4 schools. 

• Naming only one school does not guarantee your child a place at that school or give 

priority for a place over another child. 

• You are not able to name the same school more than once. 

To apply for a school outside of Kent, name the school in your application with your other 

preferences. Your application details will be passed on to the relevant local authority for 

processing. 

To help you choose the schools to add to your application: 

• read our advice about choosing a school 

• find information about open days from the school's website or contact the school 

• read our guide to secondary admissions for 2027 (PDF, 1.4 MB) 

Apply 

To apply for a year 7 place, complete our online application form. 

https://kent.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/Synergy/Admissions.aspx 

If you provide an email address on your application, we will email you on Monday 1 March 2027 

to tell you which school you have been offered or view your offer online. 

 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/choosing-a-school
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.SchoolSearch.Web.Sites.Public/Default.aspx
https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/195646/Secondary-admissions-book.pdf
https://kent.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/Synergy/Admissions.aspx


SEN Information 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Community News 

 

Correct Contact Details  

extended.services@loose-primary.kent.sch.uk  - please use this email address for ALL extended 

services bookings/queries/requests etc. Please do not email the office with these. 

absence@loose-primary.kent.sch.uk  - please use this email for all absence related matters 

including illness and hospital appointments and holiday notifications.  

office@loose-primary.kent.sch.uk - use this for all other emails and urgent matters 

loosenursery@loose-primary.kent.sch.uk - please use for ALL nursery queries. 

Phone Number 01622 743549 

mailto:extended.services@loose-primary.kent.sch.uk
mailto:absence@loose-primary.kent.sch.uk
mailto:office@loose-primary.kent.sch.uk
mailto:lloosenursery@loose-primary.kent.sch.uk
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